A rare variation in the course of the inferior alveolar nerve.
Extra-canalicular variations of the inferior alveolar nerve are exceedingly rare and unreported. The authors report an unusual presentation of the inferior alveolar nerve perforating the ramus of the mandible with a very short intra-bony course and exiting laterally in a 20 year old indian female diagnosed with hemifacial microsomia. There was concomitant absence of the ipsilateral inferior alveolar canal and mental foramen. Variations in nerve architecture like these are of importance to clinicians who deal with surgery of the facial skeleton.